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Titian (active about 1506; died 1576)

An Allegory of Prudence,
about 1550-65

The three faces represent the past,
present and future. A triple-headed
wolf, lion and dog sometimes stood for
Prudence in late 16th-century imagery

and literature. The Latin inscription,
‘[Learning] from yesterday, today acts
prudently, lest by his action he spoil
tomorrow’ explains the meaning of this
visual riddle.

Oil on canvas

NG6376. Presented by Betty and David 1 06 1 .)))
Koetser, 1966
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